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Social Protection re-introduced to the
leadership of Parliament

Speaker, Rt Hon. Jacob Oulanya addressing members of the Forum during a
meeting in the Boardroom at Parliament.

EDITORIAL

ith a new term in

progress, the Ugan-

da  Parliamentary

Forum on  Social

Protection (UPFSP)
re-introduced the social protection ad-
vocacy agenda to the Speaker of Parlia-
ment, Rt. Hon. Jacob Oulanya.

In a meeting held on the 22" of Sep-
tember 2021 in the Speaker's board-
room, members of the Forum led by the
Chairperson, Jacob Richards Opolot and
partners from the International Labour
Organisation, highhgh’red the core advo-
cacy areas for the next five years.

The members poin’red out some of the re-
curring cho”enges that continue to affect

We are re-energised by
the commitment from the
leadership and Members

of the 11th Parliament

to support the Forum'’s
advocacy efforts, a
promise we do not take
for granted.

tion prides itself in having played a critical role in

'|'he Uganda Parliamentary Forum on Social Protec-

ing the biggest share of financial contribution.

The success of the Senior Citizens Grant therefore

provides a strong foundation to broaden the de- - Jacob Richards as the term of office comes to an end,

bate from targeting one risk(old age) to include e @ hopeful the new team will take the advocacy

other vulnerabilities. Social Protection coverage ~ agendato greaterheights assomuch has already been
remains very low in the country leaving so many

Ugandans at risk of falling into or deeper into We invite MPs of the 11% Parliament to join the Forum

- and show interest in the various leadership positions.

poverty.

As a Forum, our advocacy agenda for the next five
years is to ensure that there is appropriate leg-

From targeting one risk to a Systems Approach to Social Protection

islation and financing to build a comprehensive and

- sustainable social protection system based on a life
delivering the national roll-out of the Senior Citi-
zens Grant. Through aggressive advocacy effortsin -
both the 9™ and 10% Parliament, the grant, which
at one point was at the verge of being scrapped .
is now being implemented in all districts across ~ SUPPOIt the Forum’s advocacy efforts, a promise we do

the country with the government of Uganda tak-

At UPFSP we are thankful for the role played by the

cycle approach.

We are re-energised by the commitment from the
leadership and Members of the 11% Parliament to

not take for granted.

Board/Executive committee headed by Hon Opolot

done.

Kiconco Katabaazi Patrick
Coordinator, UPFSP.
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L-R: UPFSP Vice Chairperson, Hon. Elizabeth Karungi, UPFSP Coordinator, Kiconco K. Patrick and the Chairperson,
Hon. Jacob Opolot during the meeting with the Speaker.

the effective imp|emen’ro’rion of social protfection interventions
in the country nome|y; the limited coordination between agen-
cies in the imp|emen’ro’rion of social protection programmes
exemplified by the NIRA and the Expanding Social protec-

fion programme which has led to exclusion, the consistent
funding gaps towards SAGE and poor release performance

with sh38bn in arrears for the FY20/21.

While addressing the meeting, the Speaker called on the Fo-

rum fo broaden the social protfection odvococy beyond the
Senior Citizens Grant so as to benefit the other categories of

vulnerable popu|o’rions.

“The Senior Citizens Grant is already out there. There is a poli-

cy in place and financing for it despite the challenges. We now

need to break new ground and widen engagements,” Rt. Hon.
Oulanya.

The Speaker was addressing members of the Forum and
stakeholders during an interface on Wednesdoy 99 Sep-
tember 2021 in the Speaker's Boardroom. The meeting was
intended to updo’re the speoker on activities of the Forum and
proposed advocacy agenda in the 11" Parliament.

According to the Speoker, there is need to raise the debate
level and get peop|e in the districts and across the different

po|i’rico| parties to start engaging on matters of social protec-
fion covering all the different vulnerabilities.

“Social Protection is not only about the older persons. Peo-
p|e have been made vulnerable due to natural disos’rers, the
COVID-19 pandemic among others. The debate should be

able to cover all that,” he said.

The Speoker orgued that in the face of resource constraints,
not every vulnerable person may be reached with a cash trans-
fer as is the case with the Senior Citizens Grant. However, the
Forum should be able to give these peop|e a voice and high-
light their plight.

" They are so many vulnerable people and they need our sup-
port. And sometimes all you need is to fell their story and peo-
ple will respond,” Rt. Hon. Oulanya. .

Hon. Ou|onyo, who is also a social protection chompion
p|edgeo| his continued support to the Forum’s odvococy agen-
da as an individual but also in his capacity as the Speoker of
Parliament.

"As Parliament, we will continue to provide you with opportuni-
fies fo engage members. And persono”y you have my support
as an individual but also in my capacity as the speoker of this
Parliament. So, you have double support,” Rt. Hon. Oulanya.

Social Protection according to ILO’s Mwenya Kapasa, who
also attended the meeting is one of the core pi||ors of their
organisation and there is an appreciation of the role of Parlia-



ment in changing legislation and ensuring sustainable financ-
ing for social protection.

She highlighted [LOs interest in working with the Forum so
as fo explore avenues for advocacy towards a system-based

approach to social protection.

"We want to look at social protection not only from one risk but
the different risks along the life-cycle. We will therefore see how
to take advantage of your support and are very happy that we
are able to partner with the Forum,” Mwenya.

Members of the Forum led by the Chairperson, Hon. Jacob
Richards Opolot, welcomed the Rt. Hon. Speakers pledge for
continued support. This is a major starting point in advancing
the social protection agenda in the 11" Parliament.

Hon. Santa Alum, UPFSP Executive Committee member on
behalf of the Forum appreciated the Speaker for having taken
time off his busy schedule for the meeting, a sign of his interest

and passion for social protection.

UPFSP Priorities in the 11*" Parliament

1. To ensure that the age of eligibility is revised downwards to 65years

Building on the current national roll-out, the Forum will continue to push for the revision of the age of eligibility from the

current 80 years to 65 years as committed by government.

2. Comprehensive implementation of the Social Protection Policy

The Forum will continue to advocate for the full implementation of the policy so as such interventions such as the child

grant are infroduced, disability grant and the labour intensive public works main-streamed and interventions put in place

to safeguard informal sector workers.

3. Obtain long term financing for Social Protection in the National Budget

To ensure that the Government sustains financing for Social Protection, the Forum will continue to lobby through the various

strategic committees of Parliament and Finance Ministry to ensure that funding for social protection is embedded in the

national budget such that base allocations are ensured and incremental funding added with increase in overall budget size

over the years.

4. Equip members of the Forum with knowledge and information to technically scrutinize and review various

laws and policies around SP

The Forum will take deliberate measures to equip them with knowledge and skills on social protection advocacy through

working sessions facilitated by proven experts on legal matters related to social protection

5. Share evidence on the rationale and benefits of Social Protection in an attempt to lobby the highest levels

of Government and Diplomatic Call

High level meeting will be organized for the leadership of the Forum to make presentations on the case for Social Protection

as a way of soliciting support for the Social Protection agenda from both government and development partners.

6. Facilitate drafting of Bills in respect to ring-fencing resources for Social Protection

During this five year term, the Forum will support work already on-going among Social Protection Champions to draft a

Bill on ensuring that funding is obtained and ring-fenced for Social Protection issues.

7. Strong Social Protection Delivery System

There is a growing number of cases of exclusion from the SCG and other social protection interventions due to a lack of

updated database for would be beneficiaries. This is not only costly to government but also hampers effective delivery of

these otherwise good responses.

UPFSP Communications



UPFSP meets Committee on Gender; secures pledge
for continued support

“As a Committee, we will be ready
to work with the Forum to ensure
that all Ugandans are safeguarded
against vulnerabilities. There should
be inclusiveness and harmonisation
of the different social protection
interventions,” said Hon. Flavia
Kabahenda Rwabuhoro, the Committee
Chairperson.

The Chairperson of the Commitee on Gender, Labour and Social Development, Hon. Flavia Kabahenda Rwabuhoro addressing the meeting.

he Uganda Parliamentary Forum on Social Protec-
tion(UPFSP) had it's first interface with the Com-
mittee on Gender, Labour and Social Development
in the 11" Parliament on Tuesday 21* September
2021. ’

According to Hon. Kabahenda, there is need
to scale up synergies in the social protection
interventions and ensure that these reach the
last beneficiary such as children. The Social
Protection Bill therefore as highlighted by the
Forum would go a long away in addressing
this.
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UPFSP Board members, Hon. Margaret Babadiri and Hon. Jacob Richards
Opolot, ILO's Technical Officer-Social Protection, Mwenya Kapasa and UPFSP
coordinator, Kiconco K. Patrick at the meeting.

"As a Committee, we will be ready to work with the Forum
to ensure that all Ugondons are sofeguorded against vulner-

abilities. There should be inclusiveness and harmonisation of

- the different social protection interventions,” said Hon. Flavia

- Kabahenda Rwabuhoro, the Committee Chairperson.
The Committee of Gender, Labour and Social Developmentis

just like other committees, mandated to carry out the functions
such as examining and commenting on the po|icy matters
offec’ring their respective ministries, initiate or evaluate action

propriate recommendations on them.This therefore makes it

agenda.

According to Hon. Kabahenda, there is need to scale up syn-
ergies in the social protection interventions and ensure that

these reach the last beneficiary such as children. The Social
programmes of those Ministries and Sectors and to make ap-

Protection Bill therefore as highlighted by the Forum would go

a |ong away in oddressing this.
a critical avenue for the advancement of UPFSP’s advocacy

Members of the Committee raised raised concerns on the ad-

~ equacy and consistency of the Senior Citizens Grant ( Ugan-



Members of UPFSP and Stakeholder before the Committee

da’'s major direct cash transfer programme targeting older

persons aged 80 years and above). They argued that a num-
ber of their e|igib|e constituents remain excluded from the pro-
gramme due to the non-registration or lack of national IDs.

“The Senior Citizens Grant may be of small value, however,
we need to ensure that even that is consis’renﬂy poid out to
beneficiaries. We also need to co||ec’rive|y demand that the
age of eligibility is reduced from the current 80 years.” Hon.
Rosemary Fortunate Nantongo, Shadow Gender Minister.

In the face of the coronavirus pandemic, Hon. Hillary Innocent

Kiyaga, the representative for Mawokota North highlighted
the p|ig|’1’r of the different p|oyers in the creative economy such
as artists whose livelihood has been curtailed due to the restric-

tions to control the spread of COVID-19.

According to the Chairperson of the Forum, Hon. Jacob Rich-
ards Opo|o’r, the current age of e|igibi|i’ry of 80 years was on
commitment by government that this will be lowered progres-
sive|y until we get to the recommended 65years as per inter-
national standards on old age. He orgued that now that the
national roll-out was ochieved, it is time to start discussions on

consistency and value of the grant.

In her submission, ILOs Social Protection Technical Officer,
Mwenya Kapasa, who also joined the meeting, noted that
as an organisation, they are working to promote a systems
opprooch to social protection. A system that will create a basis

on which all the different interventions can re|y on.

According to the Chairperson of the
Forum, Hon. Jacob Richards Opolot, the
current age of eligibility of 80 years was on
commitment by government that this will
be lowered progressively until we get to the
recommended 65years as per international
standards on old age.

"System building can not happen overnight. However, it is im-
portant to start somewhere and the the Senior Citizens Grant
is a basis to push for other contingencies.” she orgued odding
that there is need to present a business case for social protec-
tion so that there is an appreciation that social protection is
not a consumptive expendi’rure but rather an investment.

The other stakeholders that attended the meeting meeting in-
cluded among others, Robert Musoke, the Social Policy Offi-
cer and Dophine Akompuriro, the coordinator of the Ugondo
Social Protection Platform.

The Committee welcomed the request for a closer working re-
|o’rions|’1ip and p|eo|geo| to be available on any engagements
and opportunities for capacity bui|o|ing aimed at promoting
social protection in the country.

UPFSP Communications



President Museveni positive on
reviewing the age eligibility for SAGE

President Museveni addressing representatives of the elderly during celebrations to mark International Day of
Older Persons at State House Entebbe on Friday. PPU Photo.

“This business of bringing the age of eligibility down from

of this corona. Remember there is the other side to it of giving
them some purchasing power. This is good for the economy,”

said the President.

President Museveni was presiding over the International Day
of Older Persons celebrations at State House on 1¢ October
2021. The second virtual celebrations were held under the

theme 'Digital Access for All Ages'.

"There is sugar in the factories and we are looking for market
from Kenya and Tanzania because some people here can't
buy the sugar. This little money we are giving out can he|p
them buy some of these essentials elements of diet such as

sugar, milk and salt,” he said.

SAGE, or the Senior Citizens Grant specifically, as noted by
the President enhances the recipients purchosing power and
thus helping the economy. Indeed, according to a 2019 study
carried out by Ministry of Finance, Planning and Economic
Development together with the Ministry of Gender, Labour

80years, we can do it even’ruo”y especio”y after we get out

“This business of bringing the age of
eligibility down from 80years, we can do it
eventually especially after we get out of this
corona. Remember there is the other side to
it of giving them some purchasing power. This
is good for the economy,”

President Yoweri Kaguta Museveni.

and Social Development, interventions such as the Senior Cit-
izens Grants can have an annual poverty reduction rate of
1.75%. This implied that over a 10-year period, Uganda’s pov-
erty rate of 21.4% (at the time) would be down by over 10%.

The s’rudy further showed that if all ’rorge’red groups are
covered, increased social protfection spending could en-
hance Uganda's GDP growth rate by an additional 1.37% in
2020/31.



Quite important as highlighted by the
President, there is need to empower the
population so as not to retire in poverty.

Using the analogy of blood transfusion, the
President argued for the need to prevent
the “anaemia” (vulnerability and poverty)
without waiting for blood donations( support
from development partners).

Curren’r|y, the age of e|igibi|l’ry for grantis 80 years and above
and a total of 340,000 older persons across the country re-
ceive the monthly stipend of sh25,000. The issue of contention
has been on the fact that with eligibility at 80years, a number
of vulnerable older persons in a country with a life expectancy

of 65 years are being excluded.

Government earlier committed to progressive|y review the age

of eligibility for the Senior Citizens Grant down to 65years.

Quite important as highlighted by the President, there is need
fo empower the popu|o’rion so as noft to retire in poverty. Us-
ing the ono|ogy of blood transfusion, the President orgued for
the need to prevent the "anaemia” (vulnerability and poverty)

without waiting for blood donations( support from deve|op-
ment partners).

Speoking on behalf of deve|opmen’r partners, Andrew Ock-
enden, from the British High Commission congratulated the
government of Ugondo on the progress made which has seen
a total of sh400b invested over the last 10 years building in a
comprehensive social protection system.

"Social Protection is a core component of a successful mar-
ket economy por’ricu|or|y now as we make efforts to recover
from the impact of COVID-19. Social protection can trans-
form societies and economies as has been seen in high income
countries where about 12% of GDP is spent on social security,’
Ockenden argued.

This, according to the Chairperson of the Uganda Parliamen-
tary Forum on Social Protection, is a welcome development
and as a Forum we grateful that the President views SAGE
from an investment point of view.

“The 10" Parliament accepted the option for the 80 years so
as to enable the national roll-out to hoppen and indeed give
the programme a national oppeo|. It is therefore time to see
progressive reduction of the age of e|igibi|i’ry as promised by
government then,” he said.

UPFSP Communications

Some of the representatives of the elderly listen to President Museveni's address during celebrations to mark
International Day of Older Persons at Entebbe on Friday. PPU Photo



UPFSP MOMENTS ON CAMERA




THE UGANDA PARLIAMENTA
FORUM ON SOCIAL PROTECTH

For a life cycle approach t
§95ialprotection

Children

©




MPs want Social Protection Expenditure
Increased to 2% of GDP
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L-R: Hon. Flavia Kabahenda Rwabuhoro, Hon. Maurice Kibalya, Save the Children's Global Advocacy Advisor-Child Poverty, David Lambert Tumwesigye and
UPFSP Coordinator, Kiconco Katabaazi Patrick during the plenary session at the meeting.

embers of Parliament sitting on the Com-
mittees of Budget and Gender, Labour and
Social Development want government to

increase social protection expendi’rure to af

least 2% of GDP.

“Our funding to social protection is still very low at less than 1%

of GDP. It is important we come up with policies to cover the

vulnerable groups in the cou nfry and see that expendi’rure rises

to 2% or more of GDP" said Hon. Patrick Omara, MP Otuke

County and member of the Budget Committee of Parliament.

This was during UPFSP's first orientation session for Members
of Parliament sitting on the Committee of Gender, Labour and

Social Development and the Committee on Budget held at

the Serena Hotel in Kampala on Monday 25" October, 2021.

Currently, Uganda spends about 0.7% of GDP on Social Pro-

tection with only 2.8% of the population covered by at least

one social protection benefit occording to the latest World
Social Protection Report by the International Labour Organ-
isation. This has left maijority of the popu|o’rion vulnerable to
socio|, economic and health shocks.

The MPs also orgued for the need to reduce the age of e|igi-
bility for the Senior Citizens Grant from the current 80 years to
at least 65 years so that more vulnerable persons are covered.
This is in line with a commitment made by government to pro-
gressive|y reduce the age of e|igibi|i’ry.

Participants at the training.

According to Hon. Silas Aogon, UPFSP’s Committee mem-
ber, social protection advocacy in the 11" Parliament should
be able to address such issues as health care, disobih’ry, unem-
p|oymen’r among other vulnerabilities.

"We need to come up with a clear strategy so that when we
are moking petitions or raising motions and questions on the
floor of por|iomen’r, these speok to what we want to achieve
as a Forum. This therefore raises the critical question of cham-
pions who are empowered and have a clear unders’ronding of
social protection,” Hon. Silas Aogon, MP Kumi Municipality.

In his presentation, social protection expert, David Lambert
Tumwesigye, who is also the Global Advocacy Advisor for
Save the Children International, underscored the critical role
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Our funding to social protection is still
very low at less than 1% of GDP. It is
important we come up with policies to
cover the vulnerable groups in the country
and see that expenditure rises to 2% or
more of GDP” said Hon. Patrick Omara, MP
Otuke County and member of the Budget
Committee of Parliament.

of social protection in ochieving Ugondo's national deve|op-

ment agenda and overall Vision 2040.

“Social Protection is a proven tool for reducing poverty and

ﬁxing inequo|i’ry. Our inequo|i’ry levels are on the rise especio”y
in urban areas and as shown by the IMF, this hurts economic

growth,” Tumwesigye.

The role of Social Protection as explained by Tumwesigye is
to reduce the demand side barriers. These include barriers to

|’1e0|’r|’i, food, educo’rion, decent emp|oymen’r among others.

De|ivering social protfection interventions occording to Kicon-

co Patrick Katabaazi, UPFSP’s coordinator, lies in building

a system that relies more on guaranteeing the right to social

protection rather than good will.

The Chairperson of the Committee on Gender, Labour and
Social Deve|opmen’r, while c|osing the engagement, empho-
sised the need to build a strong social protection system that
cushion the popu|o’rion against vulnerabilities o|ong the life-

cycle.

“We are here to build blocks for a social protection system. The
different international and regiono| pro’roco|s that Ugondo is

ALLERY fid

Participants at the training.

signatory fo provide a substantial framework on which we can
start designing, imp|emen’ring and monitoring social protec-
tion system from a rights based approach ;" she said.

The meeting was infended to infroduce members of the two
committees of Parliament to the work of the Forum and the
advocacy agenda for the 11" Parliament that is hinged on “In-
creasing Social Protection Coverage and Financing in Ugan-

da”.
The members resolved to;

e Advocate for increased investment in social protection to
cover all vulnerabilities

® Empower social protfection chompions

e Ensure reduction of the age of eligibility for the Senior Cit-
izens Grant

° Advococy on the opero’rionohso’rion of the social protection
sing|e registry

e Ensure that all eligible beneficiaries of the Senior Citizens
Grant are enrolled on the programme o avoid exclusion.

UPFSP Communications



Targeting women under
Labour Intensive Public
Works in Uganda

Joshua Onyang
Project Officer at the Uganda Parliamentary Forum on Social Protection

he in’rer-re|o’rionship between emp|oymen’r and
poverty is an upl’ii” stride that many deve|oping
countries confinue o gropp|e with. However, lit-
tle effort has been put in p|oce to tackle the gen-
der-speciﬁc constraints and characteristics when
unders’ronding this re|o’rionship. As part of Ugondo's efforts
to evaluate strategies for poverty eradication ’rhrougi’i Social
Protection, the promotion of produc’rive emp|oymen’r H’irough

Labour Intensive Public Works(LIPW) has taken precedence.

The demand for LIPW programmes is enhanced in Uganda
by the shor’roge and de’rerioro’ring infrastructure combined
with increasing degrodo’rion of environmental resources not-
wi’ri’is’ronding the ropid popu|o’rion grow’rh, the low obsorp’rive
capacity of the formal sector and low labour produc’rivi’ry in
ogricu|’rure. The contractiona ry effects of structural adjustment
on emp|oymen’r leaves Ugondo Focing very i’iigh levels of un-
emp|oymen’r and under-emp|oymen’r with women constituting
the bigges’r share of this category.

LIPW programmes have developed as a major poli-
¢y instrument for creating emp|oymen’r in the short term
and minimizing serious income and consumption short-
falls amongst the poor. With women being over|y rep-
resented in this caftegory, it is necessary for both po|icy
moking and programme deve|opmen’r to assess how, and
whe’rher, women have been able to share in the benefits
of LIPW and how successful these strategies have been in ex-

ponding opportunities for women.

Poor women have greater socio|, cultural and economic dis-
odvon’roges than their male counterparts. This, ’rherefore, re-

quires distinct and deliberate measures to ensure that LIPW

equo”y benefits the poor women.

The strategies and modalities of operation under LIPW can
either facilitate or i'iomper women'’s participation in the pro-
gramme and therefore their share of benefits. In the Ugondon
context, MGLSD has rolled out the National LIPW Guidelines
that cut across various Ministries, Departments and Agen-
cies that are imp|emen’ring programmes and projects that
require public works. The National LIPW Guidelines clearly
stipulate that at least 50% of the direct beneficiaries shall be

female and 20% shall come from households with only vulner-
able groups c|eor|y embrocing the aspect of Social Protection.

In the recently concluded NUSAF3 which was the flagship
LIPW programme under the office of the Prime Minister
(OPM), atotal of 1,620,160 beneficiaries were female against
1,341,665 males. This translates into an obsorp’rion rate of 55%
to 45% respectively.

In the Ugondon context, social and cultural norms have
p|oyed a i’iuge role in deﬁning and sustaining rigidi’ry in the
gender division of labour. This is evident in the division of re-
sponsibi|i’ries between the reproduc’rive (household) work and
productive (market) value.

Considering Ugondo is an agrarian natfion with most of its
working popu|o’rion in the informal sector, women bear the
burden of domestic tasks like growing food crops, co||ec’ring
water and firewood and caring for the e|der|y and sick. The
time and effort required for these tasks in many cases is not
rewarded mone’rori|y. This has left rural women impoverished
and therefore created the demand for women to enter into the
wage labour market. Therefore, with the growing importance
of the market (money) economy and the organization of pro-
duction outside the househo|d, it has become inevitable for
women fo enter info the wage labour market.

Another factor that has been a barrier for women is the is-
sue of land ownership. Lond, which is a major factor of
produc’rion and yet is usuo”y possed down heredi’rori|y
’rhrough the male child. This means that most women come
gain ownersi’iip of land ’rhrough marriage. Control over
the allocation of women's labour may be exercised sole-
ly by male heads of household, or maybe shared or fully
exercised by women. Households are not o|woys an in’regro’red
produc’rion unit as it seems since men and women cultivate
their own land and crops, draw separate persono| incomes
and meet separate financial ob|igo’rions.

While impoverishmen’r is a major force compe”ing women to
search for wage emp|oymen’r, the desire to liberate themselves
from male control at home over their labour and over human
reproduc’rion also exp|oins wl’iy peasant women want to find

jobs.




Due tothe structure ofgenderreb’rionsin
society, the socio|, cultural and econom-
ic constraints speciﬁco”y confron’ring
women and the inherent biases that fa-
vour men in deve|opmen’r programmes,
the women who are poor, may fail to
benefit from these programmes. For
poor women, hoving a voice in decisions
concerning resources that affect their
life and work is often the most difficult
to achieve. Even where fhey may have
physico| representation, fhey may be in-
effective and unheard.

It is therefore important to integrate
women in the deve|opmen’r processes
in order to s’rreng’rhen their parficipation
in genero| and mainstream the pro-
grammes fo be gender-sensi’rive. This
strategy puts women's interests at the
core of institutional goo|s and is stream-
lined in po|icies and programmes.

NUSAF3 made progress with women'’s
representationin the deve|opmen’r of the
sub-projec’rs and involvement of women
in the |eoders|’11p of the sub-projec’rs and
watershed. In a recen’r|y concluded field
monitoring of LIPW projects, it was no-
ticed that the sub-projec’rs with more
women than men were more success-
ful. A|fhough these local participatory
mechanisms are still weak from a wom-
en's s’rondpoin’r, one must credit the di-
rection taken by these programmes and
the local experience that is being built.

What is clear is that the LIPW strategy
has direct income transfer benefits and
that it can minimize households’ risks
of consumption shortfalls. But it is also
clear that in order to reach poor wom-
en, and the poor in genero|, the strategy
requires a gender perspective that does
not end at objec’rive-se’r’ring but runs
fhrough p|onning and imp|emen’ro’rion.

Joshua Onyang

The writer is a Project Officer at the
Uganda Parliamentary Forum on
Social Protection

Champions training leaves members
eager to push for expanding social
protection coverage and financing
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Social Protection champions after the training at Speke Resort in Munyonyo.
ftera ’rwo-doy residential fraining workshop for social protection cham-
pions in the 11" Parliament, members pledged to explore the different
avenues to push for expanding coverage and enhanced financing for
social protection.

The training workshop that was held on 29" and 30" October at the
Speke Resort in Munyonyo, exp|oreo| such areas as a genero| unders’ronding of so-
cial protfection and its role in Ugondo's national deve|opmen’r ogendo, the budge’r-
ing process and opportunities for social protfection odvococy, the role of MPs in the
social protection ogendo and a brief on the state of social protection in Ugondo.

Among the priority areas the chompions want fo pursue in the next five years in-
clude; ensuring that the age of eligibility for the Senior Citizens Grant is reduced
from the current 80 years, follow up on the National Health Insurance Bill, review of
the tax regime for aids and opp|ionces for persons with disabilities, social protfection
strategy for the informal sector workers among others.

SOCIAL PROTECTION
FOR ALL.

L-R: Hon. Flavia Kabahenda Rwabuhoro, UPFSP Coordinator, Kiconco K. Patrick and the State Minister for
Gender and Culture, Hon Peace Mutuuzo displaying one of UPFSP’s advocacy materials.




Participants at the training workshop

While officiating at the official opening, the State Minister
for Gender and Culture, Hon. Peace Mutuuzo, stated that the
government of Uganda was committed to gradually increase

allocation to Social Protection Programmes, resources permit-
fing, as you have witnessed over the past years.

According to the Minister, the National roll-out of the Senior
Citizens Grant to all older persons aged 80years and above
coupled with increased funding towards the disability grant

(from sh2.1bn to sh9.6bn in the current financial year) is a sign

of government’'s commitment.

Government as exp|oined by the Minister is also speorheoding
reforms in the Public Service Pension Scheme and the Nation-

al Social Security Fund with a view to expanding coverage

and diversifying benefits to the subscribers.

Social protection as highhgh’red by the Minister is critical in
enhoncing Ugondo's human copi’ro| and un|ocking the po-
tential of the you’rhfu| popu|o’rion to accelerate, and sustain

ESP's Policy and Advocacy Advisor, Beatrice
Okillan making a presentation during the training.

the socio-economic transformation on’ricipo’red in the Ugondo
Vision 2040.

While addressing participants, the Chairperson of the Com-
mittee on Gender, Labour and Social Protection reiterated
the need to link the different interventions such as the Youth
Livelihood Fund, UWEP and Senior Citizens Grant. produc-

tive sectors of the economy.

" Empowering youth and women under YLP and UWEP re-
spec’rive|y has an impact on the number of peop|e that would
eventually require the Senior Citizens Grant for example. These
peop|e would have been made resilient enough not to require
the tax-funded pension under SAGE. This should therefore be
motivation enough for government fo sustain and odequo’re|y
fund these programmes” she said.

The Forum is reody to continue being a ro||ying p|o’rform for
members with an inferest on social protection.

UPFSP Communications

Participants at the training workshop



Gloria Nakajubi

Why we can't postpone building a
strong social security system

Communications Specialist, Uganda Parliamentary Forum on Social Protection

ccording to the recently released World So-

scheme(active contributors). Indeed only 2.8%
of the popu|o’rion is covered by at least one so-

cial protection benefi.

The report, published by the International Labour Organi-
safion, points to the rather vulnerable state of Ugondo's la-
bour force which has been exospero’red by the coronavirus
pondemic. Even af the s|ig|’1’res’r income shock, majority of the

popu|o’rion is at risk of Fo||ing into or deeper into poverty.

Social security refers to protfective and preventive inferventions
fo mitigate factors that lead to income shocks and affect con-
sumption such as retirement, ill-health, unemployment, old
age, disobi|i’ry, death of breadwinner or disasters. A strong so-
cial security system enables individuals to continue |iving digni-
fied lives in retirement or when faced with income or economic

SI’]OCkS.

It is important to appreciate that Uganda’s labour force is
|orge|y concentrated in the informal sector which contributes
about 54% of the country’s GDP. Studies further indicate that
curren’r|y 992% of the you’rn in Ugondo entering the workforce

join the informal sector.

There are curren’r|y no deliberate, government led interven-
fions targeting the informal sector workers. The small scale,
disoggrego’red, private sector or individual led interventions

are rather limited in coverage and scope and faced with a
myriod of opero’riono| cho”enges.

However, these existing schemes are an opportunity on which
government can leverage for a more sustainable system.
Building on existing interventions is not only cost effective but

also elicits ownership from the would-be beneficiaries.

cial Protection Report 2020, just about 3.2%
Uganda’s labour force is covered by a pension

Building a strong social security and
indeed social protection system can not be
postponed. With that, the country will be be
better placed to respond to economic shocks
and the population more resilient in the face
of calamity.

‘Building back better’ as a country requires us to ensure that
’rodoy's vulnerabilities that have been exposed by the corona-
virus pondemic are addressed occording|y. Overcoming the
effects of the pondemic will |orge|y depend on inferventions
that facilitate the popu|o’rion fo oc’rive|y and produc’rive|y par-
ficipate in the economy but in a more resilient manner.

Quite important is o appreciate the on-off interventions that
the government came up with to support especio||y the in-
formal sector workers such as the food distribution to urban
dwellers in Kampala, Wakiso and Mukono and recently a
cash transfer of sh100,000. Rather than being an end in
’rhemse|ves, lessons should be drawn on the rather |ocking re-
sponse system in the face on an economic shock as has been
witnessed.

Bui|ding a strong social security and indeed social protection
system can not be pos’rponed. With that, the country will be be
better p|oced fo respond to economic shocks and the popu|o-
tion more resilient in the face of co|omi’ry.

The article was first published in the New Vision Newspaper.
Gloria Nakajubi

Communications Specialist, Uganda Parliamentary Forum
on Social Protection



- ¢  Quotable Quotes =

Yoweri Tibuhaburwa Kaguta Museveni

President of Uganda

This business of bringing the age of eligibility[for the Senior Citizens Grant]
down from 80years, we can do it even’ruo”y especio”y after we get ouf
of this corona. Remember there is the other side to it of giving them some

purchosing power. This is good for the economy

Rt. Hon. Jacob Oulanya
Speaker of Parliament
Social Protection is not only about the older persons. People have been

made vulnerable due to natural disasters, the COVID-19 pandemic among
others. The social protection debate should be able to cover all that.

Hon. Flavia Kabahenda Rwabuhoro

Chairperson, Committee on Gender, Labour and Social Develop-
ment

We have turned into a relief country. We have become managers of disas-
ters and poverty. We need to poo| ’roge’rher all the different interventions for
a comprehensive opprooch and a system that tracks the |ifecyc|e.

Kiconco Katabaazi Patrick
Public Policy Expert and UPFSP Coordinator

A wholistic opprooch is a strategic investment. An investment in one popu-
lation group boosts returns from another group. Investment in children for
exomp|e is |ike|y fo yie|o| the utmost returns since it is the foundational stage.

Menya Kapasa-
Social Protection Technical Officer, ILO

We want to look at social protection not on|y from one risk but the differ-
ent risks o|ong the |ife-cyc|e. We will therefore see how to take odvon’roge
of your support and are very hoppy that we are able to partner with the

Forum.

Andrew Ockenden
Development Director, British High Commission

Social Protection is a core component of a successful market economy par-
ticularly now as we make efforts to recover from the impact of COVID-19.
Social protection can transform societies and economies as has been seen
in high income countries where about 12% of GDP is spent on social security.
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